
Parallels
Summer Reading Assignment

Books: You must purchase this specific edition; so, pay attention to the ISBN number
before you purchase!

Candide or, Optimism -- Voltaire (Norton Critical Edition)

● Publisher  :  W. W. Norton & Company; Third edition (April 15, 2016)
● Language  :  English
● Paperback  :  280 pages
● ISBN-10  :  0393932524
● ISBN-13  :  978-0393932522

Assignment:

• Read Candide or, Optimism (You need only to read the
text of Candide and not the critical essays included in this edition)

• Read
• Prepare three (3) 100-word statements (no more, no less)
one each on your choice of three (3) of the topics below.
• Each statement should be accompanied by a series of
quotations and passages with page numbers that can be
referenced when we discuss these topics.
• Construct three to five (3-5) discussion questions for each
of the topics below
• Keep a journal of quotations that speak to you, puzzle you,
make you want to discuss them.
• These 100 word statements, questions, quotations and
passages must be typed and submitted in standard manuscript
style. Due: First day of class

Topics:

• Discuss these two quotations central to an understanding of
Candide: "All is for the best . . . in the best of all possible worlds"
and "We must cultivate our garden."

• Show how Pangloss, Cacambo and Martin contribute to



Candide's development, and how their contributions, and
Candide’s development contribute to Voltaire’s themes.

• Gottfried Wilhelm von Leibniz is the philosopher whose views are
satirized by Voltaire in his novel Candide. Leibniz taught that, because
the world was created by a good, all-powerful God, then it must be the
best of all possible worlds. Therefore, what appeared to be evil was really
good in disguise; we simply did not yet know how things would all work
out for the best as God accomplished His purposes in history. Voltaire
refuted Leibniz’s philosophy by means of a narrative of unremitting
calamity visited upon the kind-hearted but naive Candide. Do you agree
with the philosophy of Leibniz? Do all actions ultimately culminate in
benevolence and order?

• What is the significance of the garden to which the protagonist and
his friends devote their energies at the end of Voltaire’s Candide? What
does this symbolism tell us about Voltaire’s philosophy of life? Use details
from the story to support your arguments.

• Jean-Jacques Rousseau, a bitter opponent of Voltaire and his philosophy,
argued that man in a state of nature was naturally good - the “noble savage”
- but that he was corrupted by the influences of society. How does Voltaire’s
novel contrast with this statement, or support this, and do you agree or
disagree with Rousseau’s claim? Be sure to explain why and how, and support
all claims with the novel.

• Does the protagonist undergo change in the course of Voltaire’s Candide?
If so, in what way? If not, how do you know? What does this change, or lack
thereof, tell you about the message of the book? Be specific in supporting your
arguments.

• In Candide, how does Voltaire answer the question, “How ought one to live
in a world that is filled with evil?” Or does he answer that question?

• Much of Candide is about evil, but goodness exists in the short novel.
Examine the theme of goodness in Candide.


